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General Consideration 
 

Although both MacArthur and Meade Middle Schools are under enrolled at this time, the 

forecast shows increases to both schools. Based on enrollment numbers versus official capacity, 

Meade Middle School is significantly under-utilized. MacArthur Middle School is approaching a 

point of being over utilized. 

 

A quick and logical remedy might be to shift the assignment of elementary schools that feed 

into the aforementioned middle schools. 

 

Possible Solution 
 

Shifting Maryland City Elementary School from being part of the MacArthur Middle School 

feeder system to become part of the Meade Middle School feeder system will move 

approximately 120 students. 

 

Maryland City Elementary School is geographically part of a community that already feeds into 

Meade Middle School. The current feeder configuration is less logical and does not serve the 

community in a fair manner.  

 

Current Middle School Feeder System 
 

MacArthur Middle Feeder Schools 

 Hebron-Harman Elementary (PreK-5) 

 Manor View Elementary (1-5) 

 Maryland City Elementary (PreK-5) 

 Meade Heights Elementary (PreK-5) 

 Pershing Hill Elementary (1-5) 

 Seven Oaks Elementary (PreK-5) 

 West Meade Early Education Center (PreK-K) 

 

Meade Middle Feeder Schools 

 Brock Bridge Elementary (PreK-5) 

 Jessup Elementary (PreK-5) 

 Van Bokkelen Elementary (PreK-5) 
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Capacities and Enrollment 
 

 MacArthur Middle  

Capacity = 1,388 

2016 – Actual Enrollment = 964 

2022 – Projected Enrollment = 1440 

 

 Meade Middle 

Capacity 1009 

2016 – Actual Enrollment = 557 

2022 – Projected Enrollment = 827 

 

Demographic Review 
 

The numbers show that although the ethnic demographics of the schools would shift slightly 

after redistricting, the percentages are not significant enough to raise any concerns. See Table 1 

and Table 2 for before and after demographic details. 

 

Table 1 
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Table 2 

 
 

Magnet Enrollment Concerns 
 

The committee believes that the discussed changes (if implemented) should be made with a 

clear understanding that in addition to the primary enrollment numbers and projections, there 

is a secondary number that while not always visible, is important in the grand scheme of things.  

There are students from both enrollment zones who are currently attending PVA and STEM 

programs in other zones. A shift in the decisions of those families could result in unplanned and 

unprojected increases in the enrollments of both middle schools. 

 

See tables below for PVA and STEM enrollment numbers of student who live in the MacArthur 

and Meade enrollment zones who attend either  

 

Please see Table 3 and Table 4 for details 
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Table 3           Table 4 

 
 

Special Programs 
 

Although the total number of student who are receiving special program services would 

increase at Meade Middle School if there was a redistricting shift, the percentage is negligible 

and therefore not a concern. However, this committee believes that the increase is enough to 

warrant special attention and preparation from/by the school administration and associated 

specialists. Please see Table 5 for details. 

 

Table 5 
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Review of Feedback from Middle School Principals 
 

A review of requested feedback from the principals at both MacArthur and Meade Middle 

Schools indicate that there are no deal stopping concerns that should intrude upon the 

possibilities associated with a change. However, the following items should not go without 

future discussion, sensitivities, and accommodations where/when appropriate: 

 

 Students leaving MacArthur will no longer be a part of the MYP Program.  

 

 Students from Maryland City who are interested in the MYP Program will have to apply 

because MacArthur will no longer be their zoned middle school. 

 

 MacArthur offers courses that are not available at Meade; therefore, there will be a 

need for quick schedule maintenance and staff re-alignment if a final redistricting 

decision is not made until April 2018.  

 

Committee Concerns 
 

The formula that is used for determining the capacity of a school seems to plan on classroom 

sizes of 21 students. Many of the classes at Meade Middle School have more than 30 students 

in them. The committee realizes that 21 is just an average, however 30+ students is not 

generally a good situation for this age group. We would want to see every effort made to lower 

the numbers in these overcrowded classrooms before adding more students to the school. 

 

Committee Proposal 
 

Based on the best information and data that is currently available, the 2017-2018 Meade 

Cluster Redistricting Committee respectfully submits the following proposal and associated 

recommendations to the Superintendent of the Anne Arundel County Public Schools. 

 

We propose that the Board of Education proceed with redistricting the Maryland City 

Elementary School students to become part of Meade Middle School feeder system instead of 

the current McArthur Middle School feeder system. This proposed redistricting is to take place 

for the 2018-2019 School year. 

 

Grandfather Clauses 

 

We recommend that all current (2017-2018 School Year) 7th grade students enrolled at 

McArthur Middle School from Maryland City Elementary school be grandfathered into 

MacArthur Middle School if they choose to stay.  
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We recommend that all current (2017-2018 School Year) 6th grade IB students currently 

enrolled at McArthur Middle School from Maryland City Elementary school be given the option 

to stay in the IB program and given a seat before opening the enrollment to other applicants. 

 

Transition Team 

 

We recommend that Meade Middle School assemble a team consisting of parents, faculty, and 

administration to review and support all aspects associated with the incoming redistricted 

students.  

 

This transition process is to include a multilingual local publicity process and an open house 

type event. 
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